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pathways that boldly solve community challenges.
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Context

Virginia Barnes joined Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas in 
October of 2015 as director of Blue Health Initiatives. Blue Health 
Initiatives formalized the company's long-time efforts to improve 
the health and quality of life of all Kansans. As director, Barnes is 
responsible for investing in communities to create sustainable, 
healthy places where Kansans live, work, and play in ways that 
improve the quality of their lives. Barnes brings to her role at 
Blue Cross a strong background in public health, having spent 
more than eight years at the Kansas Department of Health and 
Environment (KDHE) in a variety of roles. She earned a bachelor's 
in biology from Washburn University and a master's in public 
health from the University of Kansas.  She is a lifelong Kansan and 
lives in Topeka with her husband and two children.
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NETWORKED WORKSHOP
introducing

Context. Understanding. Analysis.

FOOD ACCESS
FOOD INSECURITY

Featured topic

www.networkedforchange.com


